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Over the years I’ve collected many things, but these past few years it seems I’ve started col-

lecting doctors. I recently visited one of the more recent additions to my collection, and within 

2 minutes we began talking about fly-fishing in Alaska. 

He related that one day they were flying into a remote river to fish for salmon, and as they de-

scended, he noticed a wide dark patch in the middle of the river running as far upstream and 

downstream as he could see. What a disappointment, he thought; the river was full of weeds. It 

would be nearly impossible to catch any fish with so many weeds. And if he was able to hook 

any, they’d probably head for the weeds, get tangled and break the tippet. What an awful day 

of fishing was ahead of him. 

When they landed and he got to the river he could see that instead of weeds, the dark patch was 

salmon; so many salmon that he couldn’t make a cast without catching one. What he first 

thought would be an awful day on the river turned out to be the best he’s ever experienced. 

This reminds me of the beginning of our 2009-2010 Rotary year. For the past 6 – 9 months we 

have heard how bad our economy is; companies going bankrupt, climbing unemployment, etc. 

No doubt, we’ve seen more prosperous times, and a lot of people are in need of help. However, 

9 out of 10 people wanting to work are employed. There are many 

of us capable of chipping in to help those in need, and Rotary clubs 

and The Rotary Foundation are organizations that can help. Surely, 

some of those 90% who are employed would like to join Rotary and 

help those who are less fortunate. We just need to invite them. 

So as we enter this Rotary year, remember that not only is the glass 

10% empty, it’s also 90% full. The river that may appear full of 

weeds may actually be full of fish. Your best prospect is to wade in 

and see how many you can catch instead of standing on the bank 

avoiding the weeds. 

How this Rotary year unfolds for you depends in large part on how 

you view it and what you choose to do with it. The Future of Ro-

tary is in Your Hands. 

Tim Buckley 

Governor, 2009-2010 

District 5870 

Table of Contents 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ronneyôs Roundup 2 

Membership Activ-

ity Report 
4 

D5870 Club Notes 6 

New Members 13 

Speakers List 14 

As The Rotary Year Changes We Look Forward To This 

First Letter From Our New District Governor  



Page 2 

 

If you read nothing else this entire year, you will be a better person 

for reading this brief article (no politics) and will understand why I 

am a Rotarian.   

Ronney Reynolds 

Governor 2008-2009 

District 5870 

 

How Can Someone Who Lives in Insane Luxury Be a Star in Today's World? 

Ben Steinôs final Column for ñE! Onlineò 

December 20, 2003 

As I begin to write this, I 'slug' it, as we writers say, which means I put a heading on top of the document 

to identify it. This heading is 'eonlineFINAL,' and it gives me a shiver to write it. I have been doing this 

column for so long that I cannot even recall when I started. I loved writing this column so much for so 

long I came to believe it would never end.. 

It worked well for a long time, but gradually, my changing as a person and the world's change have over-

taken it. On a small scale, Morton's, while better than ever, no longer attracts as many stars as it used to. It 

still brings in the rich people in droves and definitely some stars. I saw Samuel L. Jackson there a few 

days ago, and we had a nice visit, and right before that, I saw and had a splendid talk with Warren Beatty 

in an elevator, in which we agreed that Splendor in the Grass was a super movie. But Morton's is not the 

star galaxy it once was, though it probably will be again.. 

Beyond that, a bigger change has happened. I no longer think Hollywood stars are terribly important. 

They are uniformly pleasant, friendly people, and they treat me better than I deserve to be treated. But a 

man or woman who makes a huge wage for memorizing lines and reciting them in front of a camera is no 

longer my idea of a shining star we should all look up to. 

How can a man or woman who makes an eight-figure wage and lives in insane luxury really be a star in 

today's world, if by a 'star' we mean someone bright and powerful and attractive as a role model? Real 

stars are not riding around in the backs of limousines or in Porsches or getting trained in yoga or Pilates 

and eating only raw fruit while they have Vietnamese girls do their nails. 

They can be interesting, nice people, but they are not heroes to me any longer. A real star is the soldier of 

the 4th Infantry Division who poked his head into a hole on a farm near Tikrit , Iraq . He could have been 

met by a bomb or a hail of AK-47 bullets. Instead, he faced an abject Saddam Hussein and the gratitude of 

all of the decent people of the world.. 

A real star is the U.S. soldier who was sent to disarm a bomb next to a road north of Baghdad . He ap-

proached it, and the bomb went off and killed him. 

A real star, the kind who haunts my memory night and day, is the U.S. soldier in Baghdad who saw a little 

girl playing with a piece of unexploded ordinance on a street near where he was guarding a station. 

He pushed her aside and threw himself on it just as it exploded.. He left a family desolate in Cali-

fornia and a little girl alive in Baghdad  

The stars who deserve media attention are not the ones who have lavish weddings on TV but the ones 

who patrol the streets of Mosul even after two of their buddies were murdered and their bodies battered 

and stripped for the sin of trying to protect Iraqis from terrorists. 

We put couples with incomes of $100 million a year on the covers of our magazines. The noncoms and 

officers who barely scrape by on military pay but stand on guard in Afghanistan and Iraq and on ships 

and in submarines and near the Arctic Circle are anonymous as they live and die.  

I am no longer comfortable being a part of the system that has such poor values, and I do not want to 

perpetuate those values by pretending that who is eating at Morton's is a big subject. 

There are plenty of other stars in the American firmament...the policemen and women who go off on 

patrol in South Central and have no idea if they will return alive; the orderlies and paramedics who 

bring in people who have been in terrible accidents and prepare them for surgery; the teachers and 

nurses who throw their whole spirits into caring for autistic children; the 

kind men and women who work in hospices and in cancer wards. 

Think of each and every fireman who was running up the stairs at the World 

Trade Center as the towers began to collapse. Now you have my idea of a 

real hero. 

I came to realize that life lived to help others is the only one that matters. 

This is my highest and best use as a human. I can put it another way. Years 

ago, I realized I could never be as great an actor as Olivier or as good a comic as Steve Martin...or Mar-

tin Mull or Fred Willard--or as good an economist as Samuelson or Friedman or as good a writer as 

Fitzgerald. Or even remotely close to any of them. 

But I could be a devoted father to my son, husband to my wife and, above all, a good son to the parents 

who had done so much for me. This came to be my main task in life. I did it moderately well with my 

son, pretty well with my wife and well indeed with my parents (with my sister's help). I cared for and 

paid attention to them in their declining years. I stayed with my father as he got sick, went into extremis 

and then into a coma and then entered immortality with my sister and me reading him the Psalms. 

This was the only point at which my life touched the lives of the soldiers in Iraq or the firefighters in 

New York. I came to realize that life lived to help others is the only one that matters and that it is my 

duty, in return for the lavish life God has devolved upon me, to help others He has placed in my path. 

This is my highest and best use as a human. 

Faith is not believing that God can. It is knowing that God will. 

__________________________________________________________________________________- 

We truly take a lot for granted.   Forget the Hollywood 'stars' and the sports 'heroes'... and pass this on! 

Ronneyôs Last Roundup 

 ROTARY DISTRICT 5870 NEWSLETTER 
May/June 2009 



 

If you read nothing else this entire year, you will be a better person 

for reading this brief article (no politics) and will understand why I 

am a Rotarian.   

Ronney Reynolds 

Governor 2008-2009 

District 5870 

 

How Can Someone Who Lives in Insane Luxury Be a Star in Today's World? 

Ben Steinôs final Column for ñE! Onlineò 

December 20, 2003 

As I begin to write this, I 'slug' it, as we writers say, which means I put a heading on top of the document 

to identify it. This heading is 'eonlineFINAL,' and it gives me a shiver to write it. I have been doing this 

column for so long that I cannot even recall when I started. I loved writing this column so much for so 

long I came to believe it would never end.. 

It worked well for a long time, but gradually, my changing as a person and the world's change have over-

taken it. On a small scale, Morton's, while better than ever, no longer attracts as many stars as it used to. It 

still brings in the rich people in droves and definitely some stars. I saw Samuel L. Jackson there a few 

days ago, and we had a nice visit, and right before that, I saw and had a splendid talk with Warren Beatty 

in an elevator, in which we agreed that Splendor in the Grass was a super movie. But Morton's is not the 

star galaxy it once was, though it probably will be again.. 

Beyond that, a bigger change has happened. I no longer think Hollywood stars are terribly important. 

They are uniformly pleasant, friendly people, and they treat me better than I deserve to be treated. But a 

man or woman who makes a huge wage for memorizing lines and reciting them in front of a camera is no 

longer my idea of a shining star we should all look up to. 

How can a man or woman who makes an eight-figure wage and lives in insane luxury really be a star in 

today's world, if by a 'star' we mean someone bright and powerful and attractive as a role model? Real 

stars are not riding around in the backs of limousines or in Porsches or getting trained in yoga or Pilates 

and eating only raw fruit while they have Vietnamese girls do their nails. 

They can be interesting, nice people, but they are not heroes to me any longer. A real star is the soldier of 

the 4th Infantry Division who poked his head into a hole on a farm near Tikrit , Iraq . He could have been 

met by a bomb or a hail of AK-47 bullets. Instead, he faced an abject Saddam Hussein and the gratitude of 

all of the decent people of the world.. 

A real star is the U.S. soldier who was sent to disarm a bomb next to a road north of Baghdad . He ap-

proached it, and the bomb went off and killed him. 

A real star, the kind who haunts my memory night and day, is the U.S. soldier in Baghdad who saw a little 

girl playing with a piece of unexploded ordinance on a street near where he was guarding a station. 

He pushed her aside and threw himself on it just as it exploded.. He left a family desolate in Cali-

fornia and a little girl alive in Baghdad  

The stars who deserve media attention are not the ones who have lavish weddings on TV but the ones 

who patrol the streets of Mosul even after two of their buddies were murdered and their bodies battered 

and stripped for the sin of trying to protect Iraqis from terrorists. 

We put couples with incomes of $100 million a year on the covers of our magazines. The noncoms and 

officers who barely scrape by on military pay but stand on guard in Afghanistan and Iraq and on ships 

and in submarines and near the Arctic Circle are anonymous as they live and die.  

I am no longer comfortable being a part of the system that has such poor values, and I do not want to 

perpetuate those values by pretending that who is eating at Morton's is a big subject. 

There are plenty of other stars in the American firmament...the policemen and women who go off on 

patrol in South Central and have no idea if they will return alive; the orderlies and paramedics who 

bring in people who have been in terrible accidents and prepare them for surgery; the teachers and 

nurses who throw their whole spirits into caring for autistic children; the 

kind men and women who work in hospices and in cancer wards. 

Think of each and every fireman who was running up the stairs at the World 

Trade Center as the towers began to collapse. Now you have my idea of a 

real hero. 

I came to realize that life lived to help others is the only one that matters. 

This is my highest and best use as a human. I can put it another way. Years 

ago, I realized I could never be as great an actor as Olivier or as good a comic as Steve Martin...or Mar-

tin Mull or Fred Willard--or as good an economist as Samuelson or Friedman or as good a writer as 

Fitzgerald. Or even remotely close to any of them. 

But I could be a devoted father to my son, husband to my wife and, above all, a good son to the parents 

who had done so much for me. This came to be my main task in life. I did it moderately well with my 

son, pretty well with my wife and well indeed with my parents (with my sister's help). I cared for and 

paid attention to them in their declining years. I stayed with my father as he got sick, went into extremis 

and then into a coma and then entered immortality with my sister and me reading him the Psalms. 

This was the only point at which my life touched the lives of the soldiers in Iraq or the firefighters in 

New York. I came to realize that life lived to help others is the only one that matters and that it is my 

duty, in return for the lavish life God has devolved upon me, to help others He has placed in my path. 

This is my highest and best use as a human. 

Faith is not believing that God can. It is knowing that God will. 

__________________________________________________________________________________- 

We truly take a lot for granted.   Forget the Hollywood 'stars' and the sports 'heroes'... and pass this on! 

 ROTARY DISTRICT 5870 NEWSLETTER 
May/June 2009 

Page 3 

A real star is the sol-

dier of the 4th In-

fantry Division who 

poked his head into 

a hole on a farm 

near Tikrit , Iraq 



Page 4 

 ROTARY DISTRICT 5870 NEWSLETTER  

May/June 2009 

Austin 281 0 281 -16 5 55.5%

Austin Capitol of Texas 23 0 23 1 4 53.0%

1 Somerville 94.0% Austin Cosmopolitan 47 -9 38 1 3 63.2%

2 Temple Sunrise 92.0% Austin Lakeline 17 -4 13 -3 4 75.0%

3 Killeen Evening 91.7% Austin Northeast 24 0 24 -4 4 84.0%

4 McGregor 89.0% Austin Oak Hill 40 -3 37 -1 4 76.4%

5 Giddings 86.6% Austin University 35 0 35 3 4 78.0%

6 Waco Sunrise 86.0% Austin Westlake 58 -20 38 -17 3 65.0%

7 Belton 85.0% Austin-Silicon Hills 23 -2 21 -9 4 35.7%

8 Austin Northeast 84.0% Bastrop County 49 0 49 4 5 81.0%

9 Bastrop County 81.0% Belton 27 1 28 3 5 85.0%

10 Killeen   81.0% Bosque County (Clifton) 38 0 38 9 4 63.0%

11 Mexia 80.3% Burnet 64 0 64 4 4 55.0%

Caldwell 26 0 26 -3 5 62.0%

Cameron 37 -3 34 1 4 51.0%

Cedar Creek 30 -4 26 3 4 55.0%

1 Round Rock 2 Cedar Park 31 -3 28 2 5 69.0%

2 Waco Lake Brazos 2 Copperas Cove 21 -3 18 -6 4 70.0%

3 Belton 1 Corsicana 44 1 45 7 4 66.1%

4 Corsicana 1 East Austin 16 0 16 3 5 78.0%

5 Georgetown 1 Elgin 23 0 23 -3 5 54.0%

6 Hillsboro 1 Fairfield 22 0 22 1 5 68.0%

7 McGregor 1 Flatonia 19 0 19 0 4 54.0%

8 North Shore Lake Travis 1 Georgetown 113 1 114 8 4 60.5%

9 Pflugerville 1 Georgetown Sun City 58 -1 57 2 5 71.3%

10 Salado 1 Georgetown Sunrise 19 0 19 -4 4 73.7%

11 Waco Lake Brazos 1 Giddings 43 0 43 2 4 86.6%

Halletsville 32 0 32 -1 5 70.0%

Hillsboro 28 1 29 -5 4 58.0%

Hutto 16 0 16 1 4 73.0%

Itasca 12 -1 11 -3 5 50.4%

Killeen 43 -1 42 -2 4 81.0%

Killeen Evening 12 0 12 2 5 91.7%

Killeen Heights 152 -2 150 -32 4 53.8%

La Grange 56 0 56 -2 4 72.8%

Lakeway/Lake Travis 41 -2 39 0 4 66.7%

Lexington 10 0 10 0 4 72.0%

Top in Yearly Membership Gain Marble Falls 76 0 76 9 4 71.0%

Marble Falls Daybreak 29 -1 28 -7 5 74.0%

1 Waco Lake Brazos 30 Marlin 27 0 27 -2 4 62.0%

2 Pflugerville 14 McGregor 28 1 29 9 4 89.0%

3 Northwest Austin 13 Mexia 32 0 32 0 4 80.3%

4 West Austin 13 Navarro County/Corsicana 13 -2 11 -1 5 50.0%

5 Salado 11 North Austin 32 0 32 -3 5 70.0%

6 Marble Falls 9 Northshore Lake Travis 12 1 13 -4 4 67.0%

7 Bosque County 9 Northwest Austin 94 -1 93 13 4 73.9%

8 McGregor 9 Northwest Waco 45 -2 43 1 4 60.0%

9 Georgetown 8 Pflugerville 41 1 42 14 4 58.0%

10 Corsicana 7 Rockdale 48 0 48 -4 5 60.0%

11 Round Rock 6 Round Rock 78 2 80 6 3 49.7%

12 Waco 5 Round Rock Sunrise 15 -1 14 -2 4 52.0%

13 Burnet 4 Salado 41 1 42 11 4 50.0%

14 Bastrop County 4 Shiner 23 0 23 2 4 52.2%

15 Austin University 3 Somerville 13 0 13 3 4 94.0%

16 Belton 3 South Austin 25 0 25 3 3 66.0%

17 Cedar Creek 3 Taylor 32 0 32 1 4 59.4%

18 East Austin 3 Teague 23 0 23 -1 5 48.0%

19 Somerville 3 Temple 91 -1 90 2 4 58.6%

20 South Austin 3 Temple South 36 0 36 -4 6 66.7%

Temple Sunrise 12 0 12 0 4 92.0%

Waco 330 1 329 5 5 74.3%

Waco Elite 0 0 0 -23 0 0.0%

Gene Holiman Waco Lake Brazos 36 2 38 30 4 66.0%

2008-2009 District Secretary Waco Sunrise 36 -1 35 -5 5 86.0%

Email:  twb1123@austin.rr.comgeneholiman@yahoo.com West Austin 70 -1 69 13 4 47.1%

or gholiman@austin.rr.com Yoakum 44 -1 43 -5 3 65.0%

Phone: 512-339-9297512-250-5488 Total Reported / Average 3012 -56 2954 7 65.5%

* meeting jointly with Waco Lake Brazos

Clubs Reporting : 66   of   66 100.0% 7/29/2009

Average 

Attendance %

Members as of 

June 30

Top in Monthly Membership Gain

District 5870 Membership & Attendance Report for June, 2009

TOP CLUBS IN DISTRICT - JUNE, 2009

Top 10 in Monthly Attendance

Rotary Club
Members as of 

May 31

Monthly 

Gain/Loss

Yearly 

Gain/Loss

Monthly 

Meetings
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Dear DGs and DGEs of the nine Districts in Lone Star PETS,  
 
The Board of Trustees met via conference call for the purpose of selecting the Lone 
Star PETS Operating Chair for 2011-2012. We had six PDGs nominated for the post, 
all of whom were exceptionally well qualified for the job.  
 
PDG Bill Rains D 5830 was selected to be Operating Chair 2011-2012.  
 
The Board of Trustees is grateful for the interest you displayed in our organization. 
Convincing strong leaders to make a long-term commitment and a year of their lives 
to this job is not an easy task. The Board urges your continued support of Lone Star 
PETS and re-nomination of candidates you believe to be capable of continuing the ex-
cellent results that PETS has achieved in years past.  
 
Yours in Rotary,  
 
Paige Carruth 
Board Chair 2008-2009 

   It is with great sadness I report that Dorothy Porter, passed away Tuesday evening after a brief ill-

ness.  Dorothy was a Member of the Rotary Club of Mexia for many years serving in most leadership positions 

including Club President. She also served as Assistant Governor and served on various District Commit-

tees.  Dorothy and husband Jimmy are Major Donors to The Rotary Foundations and have always been 

staunch supporters of all Texas law enforcement agencies.  

 

   Funeral services will be held Saturday afternoon, June 6th at 2pm in the First Baptist Church in Mexia.   

 

   Please forward this to other District Rotarians as Dorothy was well known throughout the District. 

 

Aloha, 
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Rotary Club of Lakeway/Lake Travis Teaching at Middle School 
 

Community Service is nothing new at Lake Travis Middle School (LTMS), but a club dedicated to community 

service is.  LTMS implemented a program called EarlyAct FirstKnight (EAFK) this January.   EarlyAct 

FirstKnight at LTMS is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Lakeway/Lake Travis.   There are two components to 

EAFK.  The first is an ethics and character education program that puts ethics and character education into 

classes on a daily basis. 

 

The second component of EarlyAct FirstKnight is the EAFK community service club.  The club is run by offi-

cers and a board of directors and this year it was made up entirely of sixth graders.  Two faculty and two Ro-

tary advisors assist the officers and board members, but the club is run by the students.  The community ser-

vice project that EAFK leaders decided together for the spring semester was a pet food drive.  Called Feeding 

Our Furry Friends, the drive collected almost 700 pounds of dog and cat food that was donated to a local ani-

mal shelter. 

 

To reward the students for the successful implementation of Early-

Act FirstKnight, the LTMS PTO had the Knights of the Guild put 

on a show with costumed war horses and knights.  There was a 

Knighting Ceremony after the show at which over 20 students were 

recognized for demonstrating good character traits.  Each student 

knelt and was dubbed on the shoulders by a Knight in armor.  Each 

student being recognized also received a gold medallion. 
 

 

In this photo are the officers and charter members of 
EAFK.  Students in the photo from left to right are 

Isabella (Bella) Cugini, Allison Krotzer (Secretary), 
J.D. Bolner, Arzel Rodriguez, Dirk Wristers (President), Lindsey Fair, Samantha Grimm 

(Vice President) and Jordan Markin (Historian).  

D5870 Club Notes  
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ALUMNI FOUNDATION SENDS IMPORTANT  WEBSITE LINK TO DISTRICTS 
 

Dear Alumni and Rotarians,  

  
We are happy to announce that the May 2009 issue of Reconnections is available to 

view and download from the Rotary.org web site. Printed copies of this edition will not 
be sent via postal mail; it is only available electronically.  

  
You can find the newsletter here:   http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/

reconnections_current_en.pdf  
  

Starting in July 2009, Reconnections will become a bimonthly e -newsletter that will be 

sent directly to your email. Printed copies will no longer be sent via postal mail. We are 
excited about our new format and its ability to keep you informed about current events 

and activities involving Rotary Foundation alumni in a more timely manner.  
  

We hope that you will continue to send updates for Class Notes.  This is an excellent 
space to share your latest activities and projects.  You can post your class notes here:  

  
http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/Alumni/GetInvolved/Pages/

Telluswhatyouaredoing.aspx  
   

Please enjoy reading this issue of Reconnections. We welcome your comments and sug-
gestions.  

  
Alumni Relations  

The Rotary Foundation  

D5870 Club Notes  

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102588092812&s=25277&e=001pUjM137XcO_FKek8XuKIpumJIdSvJ6BDvujs0niukp6jtr6xGINoFXV3cF-mmh4ND_Up5dOdNZyDOoGOFHrisFipmGE3b-w2cDTYLsblGs78Z1cLVfgMzqS472jv4dDaIdASQTQ6g-Yn73a5A3JS7EfIclMUvWL1NsZm_7ZtQJBTzN4hX4rRkg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102588092812&s=25277&e=001pUjM137XcO_FKek8XuKIpumJIdSvJ6BDvujs0niukp6jtr6xGINoFXV3cF-mmh4ND_Up5dOdNZyDOoGOFHrisFipmGE3b-w2cDTYLsblGs78Z1cLVfgMzqS472jv4dDaIdASQTQ6g-Yn73a5A3JS7EfIclMUvWL1NsZm_7ZtQJBTzN4hX4rRkg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102588092812&s=25277&e=001pUjM137XcO9SF25or1NZfZk5yRdEDsxMDnDvZ1wVZG2UYGXp5KjNVPaGoezVedI-PuUXViMcWZBxqgeJIw7nj_7eGHbNV1OhH81b-iVU_4YlkZHBvwVKaydNKJZlogAC-9fu0yZWck_oqwToaiDERlmk16o0A8ZPcS1DBdnRCgFKIfsESEyqFsswTn9o7uZMAod1K10d6PbOw5Z
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102588092812&s=25277&e=001pUjM137XcO9SF25or1NZfZk5yRdEDsxMDnDvZ1wVZG2UYGXp5KjNVPaGoezVedI-PuUXViMcWZBxqgeJIw7nj_7eGHbNV1OhH81b-iVU_4YlkZHBvwVKaydNKJZlogAC-9fu0yZWck_oqwToaiDERlmk16o0A8ZPcS1DBdnRCgFKIfsESEyqFsswTn9o7uZMAod1K10d6PbOw5Z
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South Austin completed a truly incredible matching 

grant this past year in  South Africa.  Ray Klinginsmith 

spoke at PETS last month of his return to South Africa 

and his tour of the work being done there by Rotary In-

ternational.  Our grant and work fit the profile of the 

efforts he spoke of.  Later in the evening, I spoke to him 

about the grant we had completed, and the hope of con-

tinued work and partnership there. 

If I may take more than a moment of your time, I would 

like to tell you the story of how this came to be.  In Au-

gust of 2007, Erica Garza (President Elect for South 

Austin 2009/10) and I were on vacation in South Af-

rica.  My family goes there every other year for photo 

safaris. 

One of the stops we made was a home for children which the court had removed from their family homes for 

various reasons.  The home is much like our Austin Children’s Shelter. Home Tekna is sponsored and run by a 

Rotary Club in Bela Bela, South Africa.  For several years, when visiting South Africa, family and friends 

traveling with us were always asked to pack one back for themselves and one for Home Tekna. 

This time, when we arrived, they graciously received our gifts, gave us a tour of the home, then allowed us to 

visit and play with the children.  We introduced ourselves as Rotarians.  We immediately became a part of 

their extended family. Oceans and continents melted away, as we shared a common bond. They then asked if 

they could take us to a home that really needed our help.  We agreed and were taken a few short blocks away. 

Home Talja is a  safe home for children with severe mental and physical disabilities.  Over 70%  of the dis-

abilities are due to family  violence.  Some examples we saw were a 21 year old women laying in a oversized 

crib.  At two years of age, she had been struck by a coke bottle to the head.  So severe was the blow, all physi-

cal and mental growth stopped.  There were two twin boys on the verge of their teen years.  While their father 

was gone, they were locked in the garage with only their urine to drink and feces to eat.  They were the mani-

festation of walking bacteria, open pustule sores covered their bodies.  If the outward appearance told the story 

of the infections and bacteria that had taken over their bodies, you could only imagine what had happened in-

ward to their minds and organs. 

 They opened up the home to us and introduced the loving children to us. No rooms were hidden, but open for 

us to witness all.  The home and children were clean, well fed considering the situation, with a feeling of love 

all around.  These traumatized children had finally found a home where they could be safe. 

Upon completion of our tour, we were taken to the office of the administrator for the home.  She gave us her 

wish list…a furnished therapy room for her children.  Erica and I looked at each other, we were on vacation, 

never in our wildest imagination would we of put ourselves in this place.  Yet, we knew through Rotary, this 

could be done! Is not the motto for  Rotary, ―Sevice above self.‖ Less than a year later, the therapy room was 

complete, thanks to Rotary International and our matching grant.  Rotary made dreams come true for these 

devastated children, not only deprived, but ruined by those who they should of felt the most trust and care in. 

 



 Upon completion of the grant, we received the most amazing and touching letter from the woman running the 

home. 

ñI will try my best to give a  report. This year Rotary's theme is " make  Dreams real" and after 9 years the 

dream of a facility for disadvantaged intellectually and physically  children has been fully realized through 

Home Talje  

9 Years ago Rotarian Joan Griessel was called to the Magisrates Court ,on arriving she found people in tears 

all around her and on the floor sat an old women holding a  child that was gasping and throwing his head like 

a dying little bird. This child had been stabbed 22 times by his father, he had been mutulated,there was a 

shunt in his head. He was paralyzed and he wore a colostomy bag. 

Nobody knew what to do as no institution or person would accept  young Lucas Ntete.,so they gave the child to 

Joan. 

She thought she could support the child at his home and employing a full time caregiver. That seemed to be a 

solution, but it was not a answer as others would eventually be dumped at her gate. 

So she went out bought a house, formed a committee and so Home Talje at Ludorfstreet Bela-Beal was estab-

lished and Lucas of 2 and a half had a home until he he died 7 years later.  

 The Therapy room was a long last dream, and Rotary made it possible . You can think that it will have a daily 

lifelong impact on our special children. We can already monitor big changes in their progress. 

 Our dream is to able to care for our children in all their needs and to financially sustainable.ò 

It is my hope in the next couple of months, to be able to 

reach out to district clubs who do not have a matching grant 

project yet, and join together to come to the aide of both of 

these homes in an incredible show of partnership in giving. 

We are planning another matching grant, hopefully joined 

by like-minded clubs.  The Bela Bela Club of South Africa 

has shown us their need, their accountability, and ability to 

follow through with RI matching grants.  Please contact the 

South Austin Rotary club if you would like to join in our 

efforts. 
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Our youth exchange student speaks at 
District Conference 

Sir Randall Parr speaking on Early Act 
First Knight in one of the plenary ses-

sions at District Conference 

 Presentation of flags by Knights of Early Act to GSE Brazil 
Alex, DG Ronney and Presidentôs Rep Jesse Devlyn 
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Rotary Scholarship Golf Tourney Winners Announced 

CLIFTON — Bosque County (Clifton) Rotary Club has announced winners of cash and prizes at the recent 

24th Annual Jack Russell Rotary Scholarship Golf Tournament. 

Big winners included the champions from the morning and afternoon flights. In the morning flight, the first 

prize of $400 went to the team of Mario Ballesteros, Janice Merchant, and Robert Merchant; second-place 

team was Clarence Fields, Christ Chastain, and Jeff Wise; and third-place money of $200 in the morning flight 

went to Wayne Cox, Garret Barker, and Nate Prall. 

In the afternoon flight, the first-place winners were Mike White, Greg Anderson, and Howard Norman; second

-place winners of $300 went to Joey Gann, Stephen Gann, and Clint Cobb; and the third-place team was Nate 

Atkins, Bill Lawrance and Adam Carter. 

While no one won the hole-in-one car prize offered by Gloff Ford in Clifton, two shots were very close, ac-

cording to hole observers. 

The $100 cash prizes for closest to the pin honors went to the following:  

Å Morning: Mario Ballesteros (# 6) and Wayne Garner (# 9). 

Å Afternoon: Eddie Wilbanks (# 6) and Penny Burden (# 9). 

Winners of a dozen golf balls for hole prizes were as follows:  

Å Morning: longest drive (men), Mario Ballesteros; best drive, Glen Dale Jones; best second shot, Wayne Cox; 

and shortest drive, Ricky Morrison. 

Å Afternoon: longest drive (women), Cindy Hulme; best drive, Red Atkinson; target drive, Aderon Williams; 

best second shot, Jerry Golden; and shortest drive, Bill Lawrance. 

In an interesting, but totally unexpected development, for the first time in the 24-year history of this event, a 

team led by Jerry Golden actually squeaked out a one-stroke victory over the highly regarded team headed by 

Mike Schmidt, proving once more that miracles still happen. 

Rotary golf chairman Robert Phillips thanked everyone involved, especially the donors, players, and volun-

teers.  Phillips said a list of donors and scholarship awards will be published in the coming weeks. 

  

FIRST-PLACE MORNING ð First -place winners in the morning 

flight of the golf tournament were Janice and Robert Merchant, and 

Mario Bassesteros (not pictured). 

— Staff Photo By Carol Spicer 

  

 

 

 

FIRST-PLACE AFTER-

NOON ð First -place winners 

in the afternoon flight of the golf tournament were Greg Ander-

son, Mike White, and Howard Norman. 

— Staff Photo By Carol Spicer 
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Lake Travis High School (LTHS) has a club that 

almost nobody knows exists, yet this club has some very impres-

sive accomplishments.  The club is called Interact and it is spon-

sored by the Rotary Club of Lakeway/Lake Travis. 

The LTHS Interact Club is a community service club for high 

school students.  Its goal is to have at least one local and one in-

ternational service project per year.  Interact is run by a group of 

officers and has one faculty and one Rotary advisor.  The stu-

dents truly run the organization.  In addition to officers, there are 

committee chairs for club projects.  Being an Interact officer or 

project chair helps develop leadership skills and looks great on a 

college application. 

A typical school year for Interact looks like this: the first project is a car wash and it is usually in September.   

The car wash, which has raised from $600 to over $1400, generates club funds.  Half or more of the funds are 

targeted for specific charities, such as the Salvation Army for hurricane relief.  The rest of the money is held 

back for unnamed, future projects. The next project is usually a week long coin drive.  Interactors pit classes 

against each other to raise the most money.  The winning class usually gets treated to breakfast burritos.  Coin 

drives typically raise between $1100 and $1500.  This money is also raised specifically for an organization 

such as SafePlace or the Red Cross. When the holidays approach, Interact usually has a food, blanket or soap 

and toiletries drive.  Food and blankets usually go to the Lake Travis Crisis Ministries and soap and toiletries 

usually go to a homeless shelter.  Throughout the year, Interactors also take turn visiting local assisted living 

facilities to interact with the elderly. 

Spring is when the biggest project happens.  Since it was chartered in 2003, the LTHS Interact Club has spon-

sored the American Cancer Society Relay For Life of Lake Travis.  Interact members usually make up around 

half of the event’s planning committee, taking on some of the most challenging roles.  Interact members have 

usually lead high school team recruiting, logistics, education and the luminaria ceremony.  The luminaria cere-

mony requires a lot of people and Interact usually provides up to 30 students to help put it together. Since the 

first Relay For Life of Lake Travis, LTHS students have made up around half or more Relay participants and 

have raised about 25% of event funds.  Relay For Life of Lake Travis has raised over $315,000 for the Ameri-

can Cancer Society since 2003. 

This year, Interact had another international project.  After learning of an orphanage in India for children aban-

doned by their families, Interact decided to help.  Last month, students held the first LTHS ultimate Frisbee 

tournament.  The tournament, which went on for half a day, raised over $400.  The club decided to use some of 

its cash reserves to be able to donate $600 to Rotary International.  This money will be used to purchase 150 

pairs for Indian orphans who currently have no shoes and who live in very difficult conditions. Past LTHS In-

teract projects:  the club donated money through Rotary International (RI) to provide fresh drinking water for a 

village in India.  The club donated money through RI to improve conditions in a school in an Indian village.  

The year after the improvements, this school saw student performance improve more than any other school in 

the region.  Through RI and Heifer International , Interact has provided water buffalo  to women in a village in 

India on several occasions.   The women have used the animals to produce milk for sale and from the money 

raised have built several homes and a management office.  Interact has also done projects to benefit tsunami 

victim, California wildfire victims, hurricane victims in several different states and the SPCA. 

So if you have ever wondered what goes on at Lake Travis High school besides great academics, football, the 

band or Cavalettes, please be aware that there is a group working quietly behind the scenes to make our com-

munity and the world a better place. 
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Rotary Club New Rotarians
Lakeway/Lake Travis Melissa Arnold 
Lakeway/Lake Travis Patrick Arrindell
Lakeway/Lake Travis Gary Weldon

Austin University Dan Pruett
Marble Falls Kell i  Strohman

Waco Sunrise  Alexis Newman
Waco Sunrise Randall  Brown 

Giddings Shannan Stubbs 
Austin Loretta Shindler
Austin Don Gri l lo
Austin Rachel Anthony
Austin Greg Davey
Salado Hans Fields

Salado  Debbie Charbonneau
Waco  L.M. Burney, Jr.  
Waco Bradford M. Burney 

Copperas Cove  Stacie Edwards
Georgetown  Daniel Hamilton
Georgetown Gene Deutscher 
Georgetown  Wiley Rudasil l
Georgetown  Keith Hansen 

Northwest Austin Jason Covington
West Austin    Sarah Emley 

West Austin C. Becker 
Corsicana     Gettie Moreno
Corsicana   David Edwards 

Corsicana Ron Smith
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Speakers available to the Rotary Clubs of District 5870 
512-943-1277 Judge Ken Anderson, Georgetown Rotary Past President and a former Williamson County DA, wrote a fascinating book 

about former Texas Governor Dan Moody. 

512-680-0468 Paul Baffes explains òwork-life balanceó to keep high levels of productivity at work and in your personal life. 

512-499-4915 Austin Rotarian Gaines Bagby led our GSE team to Australia. 

512-921-1625 Margine Beamon, Rotary’s border health initiative 

212-963-7710 Vivian Bernstean & Lilli Schindler  coordinate the United Nations Speakers Program. Contact 

one of them directly to arrange a UN speaker. More info is available at http://www.rotary.org/Rldocuments/

en_pdf/un_rotary_outreach_pgroamme_en.pdf 

888-598-5566 Lionel Betancourt has a daughter in the Austin area and would welcome an invitation to come to Central Texas to 

spend 20 minutes telling your club about òAdoption Awareness,ó a project of the Rotary Club of San Benito in the Rio Grande Val-

ley. 

512-477-4586 Austin Rotarian Jack Brannon was a UT James Michener Fellow in Poetry. 

512-372-1072 Rebecca Brindley or 512-223-7241 Amanda Teske. Either can speak on the E3 Alliance,  

Blueprint for Educational Change. This is the Central Texas community’s effort to build the most successful 

educational pipeline in the country to ensure our competitiveness and quality of life as a region. 

512-339-9297 Tim Buckley – Ghana National Immunization Day Team member (polio vaccine) 

512-261-5786 Buzz Buzzard offers 3 programs: (1) Nigeria National Immunization Day Team member (polio 

vaccine), (2) Native American Flute (part music, part history), and (3) Native Americans of the Southwest 

(includes artifacts). 

512-261-5786 Joan Buzzard, Heifer International helps people become independent. 

979-535-4538 Carl Cunnins on Boy Scouts 

512-346-0511 PDG Barry Curlee. Having sponsored 43 men & women into Rotary, Barry's strong suit is Ro-

tary Recruiting and Retention. 

512-496-5967 Gene Davenport: Ghana National Immunization Day Team (polio vaccine) 

979-777-1340 Carol Davis was a member of D-5890’s GSE to South Africa last year. 

254-698-1450 Patsy L. Derr, Rotary Club of Killeen Heights, Past Governor, district Foundation chair 4 

years, and  RRFC 2009-2012, will speak on The Rotary Foundation. PDG Patsy lives in Harker Heights 

512-255-5805 Beenu Deuja, West African Project & Nigeria National Immunization Day 

512-328-0747 after his wife was diagnosed with breast cancer Mike Dewey began a fund to award a billion 

dollars to the first person to discover a cure for breast cancer. Is his incentive speeding research? It’s a fasci-

nating story told with the passion of a man in a hurry. 

319-607-3392 Lauren Dreyer (McGregor Rotary Club) is a business development engineer; she speaks about the rocket engines 

tested in McGregor ð yes, this is rocket science 

254-298-5707 Judy Duer, coordinates Rotary Youth Exchange 

830-693-9596 Carol Foy, Carol tells about being one of two women who set the around-the-world record for a 

single engine airplane westward bound in Dec, 2008. Carol lives in Spicewood but can fly to any location for 

her presentation. 

http://www.rotary.org/Rldocuments/en_pdf/un_rotary_outreach_pgroamme_en.pdf
http://www.rotary.org/Rldocuments/en_pdf/un_rotary_outreach_pgroamme_en.pdf
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512-261-4940 Jim Gentil  speaks on the power of positive people 

512-299-9640 T. Getterman: Hebrew History 

512-585-9035 Mindy Gomillion, is Capital Area director of ―Reach Out and Read‖ (preschool literacy) 

512-236-6155 Rotarian Richard Halpin  is CEO/Founder of American YouthWorks, a nonprofit that that 

helps at-risk youth finish high school and enter college or the workforce. 

512-799-7499 Clint Harbor  was a Rotary scholar in South Africa. He is now a lawyer in the Texas Attorney 

General’s office. 

800-616-4335 C. H. Harvey (Brenham Rotary Club) got a Rotary scholarship so he could afford college, now 

he owns 3 companies and tells the story ―What Rotary did for me‖ 

512-360-5075 James Hazlerig, a former champion storyteller and college instructor opens up the power of the 

imagination as a tool to produce real changes in the world. See: www.HarmonyHyponsis.net. 

254-750-8631 hear stories from Texas Ranger hall of fame and museum director Byron Johnson. 

512-451-7800 Kent Johnson speaks on Extreme Rotary to enhance fellowship opportunities. 

512-527-0024 Sandra Jones – our Rotary border health initiative. 

512-322-6123 Mark Kapner , strategic planner for Austin Energy, shares his vision for future energy needs 

and innovative sources. 

512-451-0227 Northeast Austin Rotarian Ghassan ñGusò Karim, a native of Lebanon, gives us his perspec-

tive on the Middle East situation. 

512-767-4098 Changyoung Kim is a multiyear Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar at UT. His field is Civil Archi-

tectural & Environmental Engineering. He will be on campus until July 2009. 

512-869-8377 Sun City Rotarian David E. Leas has taught in third world countries and former Soviet states; 

also ―Why Rotary?‖ 

512-476-9805 Rotarian Lisa Madry  gives the Inconvenient Truth talk on Global Warming. 

512-579-0411 Dr. Oliver Markley , Dr Markley resides in Austin and is Professor Emeritus (Ret.) of Human 

Sciences and Studies of the Future, University of Houston-Clear Lake and CEO of InwardBoundVision-

ing.com. He speaks on Winning with Proactive Integrity and tells about how moving beyond the 4-Way Test 

can improve the profitability of your business. 

512-251-4025 Trudy Marshall  go to www.librariesoflove.org to view her project. 

512-989-SING Amy Mathews-Muttwill  is a classical singer. 

254-947-1111 Jeff McClure , Rotary Club of Salado, talks about Texas history. 

512-836-2525 Ellen Miller  is a professional speaker on team building. 

512-420-0555 Joe Milner is a professional mediator and past president of a Rotary club 

512-345-1980 Ron Mullen - former Austin mayor & past Rotary president: ―Ethics‖ 

254-778-6744x2408 Chris Mucha with the state Department of Health Services can talk about either ―How a 

business can be prepared for pandemic influenza,‖ or ―Personal Preparedness for an emergency/disaster.‖ 

512-848-8044 Jen Ohlson ñEvery Town Needs a Trail,ò the story of famous and ordinary people who enjoy 

the trails along Lady Bird Lake. Jen is an Austin-based TV sports personality. 

http://www.harmonyhyponsis.net/
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210-288-6140 Dr. Randall Parr  of the San Antonio Northeast Rotary Club speaks about the new Rotary Early 

Act FirstKnight program (see www.EAFK.org), a character education program for K-8 school children bring-

ing the idea of Rotary service into the classroom. 

361-865-9309 Kirk Pate  explains Camp RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Award) 

512-328-5224 Colonel Ladd Pattillo speaks about his experiences in Iraq 

830-613-8812 Scott Payne speaks for the Central Texas Children's Home near Buda 

409-770-6535 Phillip Perry  represents the flagship (Galveston) of the Shrine Burn Hospitals recognized 

throughout the world as the cutting-edge in burn treatment. 

512-863-8217 Norm Peters of the Georgetown Sun City Rotary Club is founder of MEDICO Foundation 

which has mounted over 115 humanitarian medical, dental and optometric teams to Central America since 

1990. 

432-940-8673 Loredia Potts, VP/Communications for Friends of Big Bend National Park, provides your club 

with fascinating facts and photos about this extraordinary park. 

254-778-4425 Pat Smith, Temple South Rotary, ―GSE to Salvador, Brazil-2009‖. Dr. Smith will arrange for 

members of the GSE Team to present a program about their experiences. 

254-778-4425 Rob & Pat Smith – ―Signs of Rotary Everywhere‖ – in our world travels we see the work of 

Rotary in many unexpected places; ―Guatemala and the Mayans today‖ – observations on our 3 mission trips 

to the Rio Dulce in Guatemala; ―CPR Anytime-Teaching CPR to Families‖ – a community wide project in the 

Temple area to teach families how to save lives using an AHA at home learning kit. 

512-472-2700 Public Policy Foundation Education Analyst Jamie Story, Miss Texas 2004 

512-569-4926 Chris Tapken, a motivational speaker and business consultant has three presentations in de-

mand: 6 steps to a WOW Experience; Transform your Life and Career: Live in the Zone!; & People, People, 

People: How to recruit, hire, and retain the Top Performers. 

512-477-3796 x 208 – Sandy Wilder was a charter member of our East Austin Rotary Club. She has a club 

program for you about HAND (Helping the Aging, Needy & Disabled) and about aging and disability issues. 

512-828-6756 Dr. Roger Williamson, an Austin Rotarian, has spent the past 40 years in space exploration 

research. He is currently a consultant to NASA and other space related organizations. 

 

Can your club ADD a Speaker to this list? 
Email info to: doc_rob@earthlink.net   

or phone Rob Smith (254)778 -4425  

 
Provide: Speaker Name, Speaker Qualifications, Telephones, Email, Rotary Club if applica-

ble, City of Residence, Presentation Title, Topic Description 

 

 

http://www.eafk.org/

